South Africa's Far Left, [Far Right React to

6 January Violence at US Capitol Building

C Contemporary political events in the United
States often resonate in South Africa and shape
its political discourse. Mob violence at the US
Capitol on 6 January, for example, brought many
of South Africa’s far left and far right political and
social narratives to the fore and underscored the
country’s increasingly polarized political
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landscape. VoxCroft judges South Africa’s most
prominent far left and far right politicians and
social media influencers will continue to seize on
America’s tumultuous political environment
during the coming months, particularly as it
relates to race and minority issues.

O METHODOLOGY VoxCroft Analytics maintains a list of Twitter accounts of South Africans who represent the far left
and right of the South African political spectrum. Tweets posted by the top 10 most influential members of each group were
collected from June 2020 to January 2021 and analyzed for prominent themes. In addition, tweets posted from 6-7 January
by all members of these two groups were collected and analyzed.

KEY SOUTH AFRICAN FAR JIE51] NARRATIVES
3 on Twitter June 2020 - January 2021

/—.
Obama “Shoot you \

shot” Tweet

Condemn Capitol
Protest _\

()
/\
us
Elections

o<\
US Elections Conspiracy

Capitol Protest
Conspiracy

#0ObamaGate,
Senekal Protest

Oct ‘20 Nov ‘20 Dec ‘20 Jan ‘21

voxcroft.com
© 2021 VoxCroft


https://www.voxcroft.com/

Timeline of Notable Themes in

Posts by Far Left, Right South African Users
June 2020 - January 2020

10 JUNE 2020 - 10 OCTOBER 2020

LEFT - CRUCIAL TWEETS O

Tl Julivs Selle Malema Retweeted ,

e philip lewis &
¥ @Phil_Lewis_

A Christopher Columbus statue in Boston was
beheaded overnight
boston.cbs

ocal.com/2

49.1K Retweets  10.5K Quote Tweets  207.5K Likes

CONTEXT Popular leader of South Africa's leftist
opposition party the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF),
Julius Malema, reshares photos of a statue of Christopher
Columbus which was "beheaded" in support of BLM
protest movement.

T Julius Sello Malema Retweeted
, Vauldi Carelse ,
P b @vauldicareise

16.8K Likes

CONTEXT Malema reshares a journalist's juxtaposition
of a seemingly well-attended funeral for a member of
South Africa's ruling African National Congress (ANC)

despite COVID-19 regulations prohibiting large
gatherings, and a funeral of an ordinary citizen.

T3 Julius Sello Malema Retweeted

@ Man’'s NOT Barry Roux O ,
BAdvoBarmyRoux
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2.8K Retweets 370 Quote Tweets

CONTEXT Launch online campaign condemning an
alleged racist advertisement by a local retailer.

C CRUCIAL TWEETS - RIGHT

11 Dan Roodt Retwested ,

s Sydney Watson
- ¥ @SydneylWatson

What the radical left is doing to America has made me
really sad this weekend.

| don't have much more to add besides that.

2316 PM - Jul 26, 2020 - Twitter Web App

3.8K Retweets 238 Quote Tweets 226K Likes

CONTEXT Far right commentator Dan Roodt
reshares condemnation of the "radical left" in the US.

11 Stop white Genocide Retweeted

“ Jan Van PotgieteriS L4
@SciTheComedist

Good Morning South Africa and #Voetsek AN(
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560 Retweels 30 Quote Tweets  1.6K Like:

CONTEXT Far right voices lend support
to an anti-ANC campaign.

CONTEXT Far right activity on Twitter accelerates
after the murder of a white farmer and subsequent
violent protests against his murder and the suspects
in the case in the community of Senekal.

11 Steve Hofmeyr Retweeted

0 Dinesh D'Souza & y
I @DineshDSouza

So now we know. Hillary was behind it. Obama gave the
arder. The only question now is what our side will do

with this information. Will we merely talk about it or will
someone bring out the indictments and the handcuffs?

25.5K Retweets  2.1K Quote Twests

CONTEXT Far right also amplifies
"#ObamaGate" conspiracy.

28 OCTOBER 2020 - 10 NOVEMBER 2020

LEFT - CRUCIAL TWEETS C

L

CONTEXT Amplify former US President
Obama's "Shoot your shot" tweet.

CONTEXT Amplify reporting that Trump had
lost the US election.
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C CRUCIAL TWEETS - RIGHT

CONTEXT Amplify doubts on the US election
result as called by "mainstream media."

o Dan Roodt
¢ @danroodt y

Us election: Whistleblower reveals USPS mail voter
fraud in Michigan

CONTEXT Conspiracy theories about the US
election are amplified.
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Timeline of Notable Themes in

Posts by Far Left, Right South African Users
6-7 January

C Both groups reacted to the 6 January 2021  in their tweets from 6 - 7 January are outlined
protests at the US Capitol. The themes contained below.

VOLUME OF POSTS BY SOUTH AFRICAN
MEMBERS OF FAR AND ;<51 GROUPS

3 on Twitter 6-7 January 2021

o \I
Label the events at
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Live television coverage
of protest at Capitol
building

O INSIGHT Both groups reacted to live news coverage of the protest at the Capitol from 6-7 January. Major developments
were marked in spikes in activity by both groups. The far left users continued reaction on 7 January, while far right activity
tapered off. All times are local South Africa time (GMT+2).

6 JANUARY 20:00 - 22:00

~ ~
LEFT - CRUCIAL TWEETS o v CRUCIAL TWEETS - RIGHT
Sentletse Steve Hofrneyr&
Attempted coup in progress in the US Trump must accept that his inner circle, his judges and
AT TS T Vice President, are Judasses.
an 6, 2021 . Twitter for Android
159 Like
133 Retweets 26 Quote Tweets 863 Likes
CONTEXT Label the events at the Capitol as an % Regina Marston @ @Marstondcad? - Jan 6
"attempted coup", comment that if it were a BLM protest ® @ Why aren't thes terorists being arrestec?
24 1 s8 302 T
"live ammunition" would be used. & 2 -
+ Hendrik De Ryke* @HendrikDeRyke - Jan 6 oo
M Every leftist now all the sudden is appaHEd b,‘ protestors yet when BLM and
“%  Antifa terrorists burned down City blocks, attacked Senators and old ladies it
was all ok...pathetic hypocrites
- ) ) &
Regina Marston & @WMarston4cad2 - Jan 6
Herorted
u (VR il
* Hendrik De Ryke*x @ rikDeRyke - Jan &
m | see you're part of the Gaystapo. No weedon'\ of speech you Nazi.
-2 gl © i
Regina Marston farstondca42 - Jan 6
?eportedcgam @
n Q i
% * Hendrik De Ryke*
@HendrikDeRyke
Replying tc 4cad2 and @FB
Also reported to the @FBI you terrorist supporting
Antifa idiot
10:57 PM - Jan 6, 2021 - Twitter Web App
® CONTEXT Label Trump's inner circle, judges and
vice-president "Judases." Accuse "leftists" of "hypocrisy"
over reaction to BLM and "antifa" protests.

7 JANUARY 1:00 - 3:00

@
~ .
O INSIGHT Speculation that scenes at the Capitol will be f\rJ INf;GHT Ize§hzi;e conier\J/(at::vtT]com:ne_nta(;c(irsl wr}o
repeated locally after the South African elections in 2024. Calls thamtjaS De even Stm_ ef_on ei)a( C'?BLl\j pedcelv:f ° i °
on African regional leaders to condemn "domestic terrorist" N emocrats in ac I|(.)ns" T e T ——
events in the US who burned down our cities." Amplify conspiracy
’ theories that "antifa" are behind protest.
Dali Mpafuif& 11 Barend Kriiger Betwected
% @AdvDali Mpofu L 8 Brigitte Gabriel & L
The scenes at the US Capitol are exactly what we are ) ) i i y
going to see in South Africa in May/June 2024 once the I’f Presiclent Trump is respansible .o.r the actions of a
election results have been officially announced by the e dozen people, then are Joe and Kamala responsible
[EC.. for the thousands of BLM and AMNTIFA rioters who
burned down our cities?
Will SAPS be properly prepared??« » 2:30 AM - Jan 7, 2021 - Tasiter for iPhone
1138 PM - Jan 6,2021 - Twitter for iPhone 89K Arlwerts 619 Cunle Tavets 198K 1 ikes
294 Retweets 332 Quote Tweets  1.3K Likes
‘ Floyd Shl\rambu@ ’
& Floyd Shivambu ,

If the US domestic terrorist and extremist activities were
happening in any of the countries in the Global South,
these imperialist nations would have condemned and
threatened intervention by now. Where are our Ieaders

in the @ _AfricanUnion? Where is @Presids

H\dlng?

1236 AM - Jan 7, 20217 . Twitter for iPhone

91 Retweet 5 Quote Tweet 363 ke

7 JANUARY 7:00 - 9:00

O INSIGHT South African leftist party leader amplifies C INSIGHT Claims that the "Deep State was
criticism of prominent local journalist who drew parallels responsible for the riots." Condemnation of prominent
between the Capitol protestors and the EFF. Reshare a meme local, reputable media as "fake news" and allegation that
suggesting that "white Americans" are only now becoming the "biased media establishment is the stokers of division
aware of a "crisis." and violence [sicl." Opine that America is "dead" because

of a "bottomless pit of hysterical demands and

entitlement" which "awaits
11 Julius Sello Malema Retweeted

Verashni Pillay & ’
ME} Bverash
MNeo Genocide
This is beyond bizarre. &‘ @genocides L 4

The Deep State was responsible for the riots, same like
when they organized the Maidan Revolution. You can't
win them. The Deep State exists in the deep recesses of
peoples mind, without them knowing it. The Deep State
is the ultimate virus, if you don't belong to the truth

You don't have to support the EFF to see how faulty this
logic is. Democratically elected reps belong in the
legislature. Armed supporters do not.

Or is it so hard to condemn white supremacists without
qualification?
B * Hendnk De Rykex

* Pieter Du Toit @ @PieterDuToit - 1h * M @HendrikDeRyke ’

What's happening in the US is reprehensible, but remember the EFF and o
Julius Malema have done pretty much the same thing in our parliament for G PO j
years now, storming the podium, stoking violence in the NA, subverting |nterestlng that this #fakenews24 @Pieter it didn't

proGess and procedurs. have much to say when Malema"s Marxist buddies,
& BLM and Antifa burned US cities. Now have a lot to say.
You, of the hypocrite biased media establishment is the
S stokers of division and violence.
Quote Tweets 31K Likes 093 AM .

4 Likes
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Black Twitter: America has cro scet
bot

P

ubicon of no return. And

mless | titlermen

ﬂ’&y can tez fh us f

0z 228 Wi

Replying t

America is as dead as the Nazi Party or the USSR,
It was assassinated in view of the entire world.

1Retweet 12 Likes
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Timeline of Notable Themes in

Posts by Far Left, Right South African Users

6-7 January

developments in the US.

Struggle against perceived continued inequalities
between minority white South Africans, and historically
oppressed black South Africans. This extends to a sense
of injustice that black South Africans are still treated
brutally by the ruling black elite.

Campaign to return land seized during South Africa's
colonial and apartheid eras to black South Africans.

Strong sense of Afrocentrism, rebel against
perceived continued influence of historic colonial
powers and the "West."

C Far left and right narratives in South Africa
often find parallels in the political narratives of
the US, and both groups are sensitive to political

LEFT C

Below is a comparison of some of the
long-running narratives of the far left and right
in South Africa.

C RIGHT

A drive to counter the perceived threat posed by the
majority black-led South African Government against
white-owned wealth. Strive to preserve a unique
identity.

Desire for self-determination, including on the far
extreme a separatist whites-only state within the
borders of South Africa. Fierce opposition to land
redistribution.

See a hero in the conservative right in the US, which is
perceived to share the same values as the local right.
Opposed to socialism.

C INSIGHT Perceived shortcomings in the American political system, especially as it pertains to race

and minority rights issues, and the polarization those issues evoke in the US, often resonate in the South
African context. It is likely that in the near to longer term this divide and polarization between left and

right narratives will grow wider.
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